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4 The Chanticleer, Tuesday, October 2, 1990 
Campus Forum 
Editorial 
Another two weeks gone by, and the Student Government persists on 
malaise. As my friend, in mind and soul, Dr. Hunter Thompson would 
say,"fear and loathing" where "the doomed are damned". 
Thompson, who is now living in Colorado, was describing the Nixon 
era and campaign. In that era, things went from bad to worse fairly easily. 
What does this mean for Coastal? For the average student who is being 
completely ignored, it means that I will inform you. Those select few, 
usually referred to as elite, they should take heed. 
It is a real shame that espionage is not involved in this matter. The 
,aforementioned analogy would fit perfectly to the details. Instead, in a 
relative mode, the pertinent matters pertain to power and the usage of 
authority. Via elections-legitimate elections-you, the student body, 
issued authority to the student body officers. Everyone makes mistakes-
that's O.K., right? 
Mistakes and fallacies are common and, in this age, simply unavoidable. 
I thought that a particular person had beautiful green eyes. She wears 
contacts. I'm sorry, I was mistaken. 
Deception and stealthiness, however, is unavoidable, but unfottu-
nately it's becoming more common. Ronald Reagan illegally.wld contra-
band to the contras. He wasn't mistaken. He tried to say that he was 
mistaken, but it didn't mesh. He was wrong, deceptive, and eventually the 
matter surfaced. . 
Tricky Dicky Nixon casually dropped off tape recorders arbitrarily 
incertain places. He wasn'tt mistaken. If he was mistaken, he could have 
said, "You know, senators, I went to go make some tapes and movies, but 
I just forgot where to put the damn things". He wasn't mistaken, he was just 
deceptive, wrong, and he admitted it. 
In a subjective comparison, the student government,after making 
several constitutional infringements, should be evaluated for our sake. 
Mistaken or deceptive? 
The procedure for class president elections was an utter disaster. The 
majority of students had no idea that electi9ns were being held. Potential 
candidates did not have time to form a campaign. 
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The five-member elections committee should have been appointed 
. and approved by the body well in advance in order to get arrangements. The 
committee still exists of one memb.er, Lyda Greene, who was appointed only 
days before the event. Lyda worked very hard to get the thing done. But for 
what? To be nullified, because our president didn't: fulfill her constitutional 
duties. 
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The elections were apparently not on the president's priority agenda. 
But for others the elections were of high priority-Lyda Greene, the 
candidates, and the poll workers, of which I was one. All of our work is now 
meaningless. The affair has been formally contested, and new elections must 
be scheduled. 
Official dates and committee selections should have been resolved in 
the spring or early in the fall. President Gina claims that she misread the by-
laws of the constitution. How can such a professional executive body make 
such an error? Mistaken or deceptive? The bulk of it was deception. 
The bulk of it was deception. The president told the sga senators to keep the 
matter under the hat, so to speak. The student government premier was 
prepared to lie to the students and administration by feigning legitimate 
elections. And feign she did. 
The elections clustermuck will eventually be reconstructed, and the 
sun will rise again tomorrow. But no matter how trivial it may seem, there 
is now an eerie tone lurking in the wings. The student government's attitude 
is apparently based on what they can get away with. Hllii the student 
government "gotten away" with anything else? As responsible students, we 
must remember that Gina and company spend our money. Theadministration 
and students need to tell the president that we are not easily deceived. 
DON'T SIGN UP FOR 
A STUDENT LOAN UNTIL 
YOU SIGN UP HERE. 
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Men who don't register with Selective Service oren't eligible 
for some federal benefits. And that includes federal student aid 
for college. So if you're within a month of turning 18, take 
five minutes and fill out a simple card at the post office. 
Selective Service R .. I.trati.... ~ I". Quick •• I"~!!!!:!:!"I..!'~~ rhelaw. ~ 
SGA News and Commentary 
By Susanne Viscarra 
Monday. September ]7. ,1990 
TREASURER'S REPORT ' 
Our budget is approximately 
$90,000. Debbie has not yet re-
ceived · a confirmed count of full-
time students. 
PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
Gina is in the process of trying to 
locate all of the campus snack ma-
chines. One that used to be in a 
portable will be placed in the S lIldent 
Center ifit can be located, instead of 
moving one from Keams Hall. 
There were no more than ten stu-
dents present at the open session that 
Dr. Art Smith held for students. For 
the future, Gina would like students 
to remember that if they want to 
accomplish anything, everyone needs 
to take part when opponunities like 
these are afforded us. 
On October I there will be a par-
liamentary workshop directly fol-
lowing the SGA meeting. Gina has 
called this a special session, which 
means that it is mandatory. Any 
senators who are absent will jeopar-
dize their SGA funding. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
The Allocations Commission has 
approved $690.50 for FCA's ath-
letic dinner. 
As our representative to theFIPSE 
Committee. Donna Mitchell re-
ported that she did not receive im-
portant materials for the last meeting 
until five minutes into the meeting. 
She would like assurance from the 
committee that in the future she will 
receive all materials for consider-
ation at least two or three school 
days beforehand. Their next meet-
ing is September 19 at 9:00 a.m. 
OLD BUSINESS 
Bradley Todd will be acting as a 
student liaison between the Alcohol 
and Drug Awareness Committee, 
SGA, and the students. 
Debbie Rahn has volunteered to 
be our student representative to the 
Wellness CommittJe. 
Phi Eta Sigma's constitution was 
ratified by the body. 
The Education Club's constitu-
tion failed to be ratified and must be 
redrafted and resubmittcd to the body. 
NEW BUSINESS 
The following committee ap-
pointments were ratified by the body: 
Allocations Commission - Erich 
Hunn, Kim Rhue, and Julie Smith; 
International Committee - James 
McGowan and Mauricio Osorio; 
Intramural Athletics Committee -
Lori Macaluso and Mike Ulman; 
and Building and Grounds Com-
mittee - Robert Booth and Bob 
Phillips. The body also ratified Dr. 
Betsy Puskar, Dean of the School of 
Natural and Applied. Sciences, as 
their new adviser. 
The body approved the establish-
ment of a Constitution Revision 
Committee to revise and update the 
current SGA constitution. Volun-
teers are sought to participate . . 
Volunteers are also sought to serve 
on the Judiciary Committee. 
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Monday. September 24,1990 
TREASURER'S REPORT 
Budgets are due today. Debbie 
will process them as they are re-
ceived in complete form. 
The following was spent by the 
executive officers over the summer 
and are awaiting approval by the 
body: $3,529.00 for SGA Rally 
Week and theStudentMixer,$l66.00 
for two hundred parliamentary pro-
cedure booklets, and $200.00 for the 
presidential candidate search (a pos-
sible refund is pending). For the 
- executive officers , stipends,$500.00 
went toward summer sessions for 
Debbie and Gina and $3,500.00 for 
all four fall stipends. (Debbie has 
since amended these figures: Rally 
Week - $522.74, Student Mixer -
$3,100.00 (still awaiting beverage 
bill), parliamentary procedure book-
lets - $166.16, summer stipends -
$450.00, and fall stipends -
$3,840.00.) 
PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
Doctors Betsy Puskar and Sally 
Homer were introduced to the body 
as our 1990-1991 advisers. 
Gina does not want anyone to feel 
intimidated by parliamentary proce-
dure. She feels that it is good prac-
tice for those who foresee a career in 
politics and leadership. 
A fall break is still under consider-
ation. 
The Panel of Presidents' meeting 
will be held on October 5. 
Beginning Monday, October 1, 
hours for the Computer Assisted In-
struction Laboratory in the Academic 
Center will be extended into evening 
and weekend hours. 
The snack machine that was in a 
por~ble has been located and will be 
moved to the Student Center. 
Gina hopes that the class presi-
dents' elections can be stabilized even 
though they are not being held in 
accordance with our constitution. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
David will be placing all commit-
tee materials on the SGA computer 
as soon as all appointments are rati-
fied by the body. 
The following committee ap-
pointments were ratified by the body: 
Academic Afrairs Committee -
Kathy Ann Thompson and Donna 
Mitchell; Calendar Committee -
Regina Bechtler-Simpson and 
Cyndee Lewis; Judiciary Commit-
tee - Patsy Alexander (one vacancy 
remains to be filled); Campus Ser-
vices Committee - David Crumlich, 
Heather Trimmal, and Sheila Rod-
gers; Cultural Affairs Committee-
Trish Grant, Debbie Rhan, and Brett 
Witt; Intercollegiate Athletics 
Committee - Hilary Banks and 
Buddy Cribb; Library Advisory 
Committee· DonnaMitchell; Long-
Range Planning Committee -Trish 
Grant and Regina Bechtler-
Simpson: Student Affairs Com-
mittee - Patsy Alexander (one va-
cancy remains): and South Caro-
lina Student Legislature - Mark 
Sikes, Susanne Viscarra, Brendan 
Frost, Regina Bechtler-Simpson, 
Rachelle Drakeford, Ben Gleason, 
Alan Killmer, Robert Booth, Debbie 
Briggs (alternate), Dargan Baldwin 
(alternate), and Jeremiah Rut-
ledge (alternate). Gina removed Ben 
from his position as chair of SCSL 
and Rachelle from co-chair in order 
to make the following appointments 
that were not approved by the body: 
Rachelle (chair) and Mark (co-
chair), and Rachelle (chair) and Ben 
(co-chair). Susanne was nominated 
for appointment as chair but declined 
the position. These offices will be 
voted upon by the committee which 
will not be subject to SGA approval. 
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COMMENTARY 
Meetings are proving to be more 
of a battle of will and authority be-
tween Gina and the body rather than 
diplomacy for the betterment of 
Coastal's students. Teary eyes, rash 
threats, and high volume is not what 
the majority of us expect will accom-
plish good for us all. Although Gina 
promised that parliamentary proce-
dure should not intimidate us, it is 
being used to "railroad or be rail-
roaded" (her words). One proclaim-
ing to be upholding our constitution 
and acting on behalf of the stude"lts, 
Gina has managed to alienate a large 
percentage of the senators by bla-
tantly disregarding our requests and 
by discarding our constitution and 
its by-laws whenever she feels is 
necessary. Only a few of us have 
studied our constitution, which Gina 
knows is an enablement for her to 
slide one by the body. One infrac-
tion would have been fairly accepted 
by the body, but, I feel, that it is 
necessary for the students to know 
how many violations of ourconstitu-
tion have occurred under our present 
administration. Either we can over-
look this disrespectful activity or we 
can act constitutionally and uphold 
our rights. After reading the follow-
ing statutes that have been violated, 
I would like everyone to consider 
what actions should be taken. We 
are empowered to either disregard 
these violations or act upon them. 
from the Constitution of the Student 
Government Association 
ARTICLE VII: Allocations Com-
mission 
Section Cj Term Of Office - The 
members of the Allocations Com-
mission shal hold their offices in 
good standing beginning the day af-
ter the Spring graduation exercise 
and ending at the time of the gradu-
ation exercise one year later. 
Sect jon E: Duties, Subsection 1- ... 
Approval of all requests shall be 
contingent on full SGA approval. 
ARTICLEvIII: ExecutjyeOffjcers 
Sect jon Cj DutiesandResponsibjlj-
W, Subsection I, Item b - Uphold. 
administer and enforce the consti-
tution and by-laws of the SGA. 
from lhe By-Laws 10 lhe ConstilU-
tion 
Article I' Elections 
Section A: Elect jon Committee -
The SGAElection Committecshall 
consist of five (5) members ap-
pointed by the SGAPresidentafter 
they are inaugurated and prior to 
the end of the spring semester ... 
The committee appointees and the 
chairperson must be confmned by 
a majority vote of the SGA mem-
bers present when the appointments 
are presented. All appointments 
must be confirmed prior to the end 
of the spring semester ... 
Sect jon B: Time of Election, 
Subsection 2 - The fall election is 
to be held within four (4) weeks 
after the first day of class for the 
fall semester. The exact date will 
be proposed each year by the 
Election Committee. The date 
proposed by the Election Commit-
tee must be approved by a majority 
vote of the SGA members present 
when the proposal is presented prior 
to the end of the spring semester. 
Section Cj Election Procedures, 
Subsection 1 - Any SGA Election 
shall be announced not less than 
ten (10) academic days prior to the 
first day of the election ... 
Subsection 7 - ... A booth or similar 
facility shall be used to ensure se-
crecy in the voting procedure. 
Because of the last few viola-
tions, the recent elections were au-
tomatically invalid since the day 
after spring exams. This is a clear 
example of how disregard for our 
constitution can directly affect all 
of us. 








